Pullman Tour Bus Trip
September 20, 2008 - 9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.

Join our new Society Director, Paul Schultz, on a bus trip to this historic part

of Chicago called "Pullman Town," listed as a National Historic District,

. . . . . L
America's first planned industrial community. George Pullman planned this |

area for his staff and employees to build the famous Pullman Sleeper
Railway Cars. See the well preserved homes built for workers in 1880. The
tour includes a visit to the Pullman Visitors Center, a gourmet box lunch at
the Hotel Florence, Greenstone Church, and a historical tour of the town and
surrounding area.

Please call Paul Schultz - 708-895-2266
to reserve your space on the bus for this tour

DEADLINE FOR RESERVATIONS IS SEPTEMBER 6th !!!
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2008 Society Banquet
The installation dinner held at the Lansing Knights of Columbus on May

19th was attended by 63 members and their guests. New to this annual
event were raffle prizes and a '‘Guess the Year"” corner.

Thanks from the Society to those that donated gift baskets or raffle and door
prizes: Fred Terpstra of Culvers of Lansing, Don Genovese of Lan Oak
Lanes, Norm Abbott of Schultz Insurance - Dawn Myers of All Around
Travel - Bud & Patty Eidam of The Lamp Shade House - Meleny of
McDonalds of Lansing - Paul & Nancy Ferrantelli of Santori's Liquors -
Popolanos - Bakers Square - Barry Bergstrom - Bob Cole of Schroeder Lauer
Funeral Home.

Although the banquet is not meant to be a fundraiser, we came out $441.84
ahead this year thanks to the gift baskets and raffle prizes. With the cost of
postage and printing rising, every little bit helps our organization!

The pictures on page five show that a good time was had by all.

Lansing Historical Society Officers for 2008 - 2009
Left to right: Richard Dust, Director - Therese Liesenfelt, Curator - Jackie
Ore, Secretary - Marilyn Kooy, Treasurer -

Tony DeLaurentis, Vice President - Patty Eidam, President
& Donald Olsen, Past President & Advisor,

conducting the swearing in ceremony.
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Richard Dust - Director
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"PAUL'S CORNER"

Paul Schultz and his wife,
Carol, have been long time
members of our Society. They
. are now Lifetime Members!

| Paulis pictured at the left
during our annual Historic
Walk in June. This was the
24th year that Paul has given
the tour on behalf of our
Society, free of charge, for all
our residents that want to
attend. This past June we had
44 folks of all ages join us for
the tour down Ridge Road.
Thanks Paul!

Paul and Carol also
represented our Society in the
Lansing Good Neighbor Day
Parade. The theme was

Paul dressed the part
perfectly!

Thanks again Paul & Carol!

| "Frontier Days" and Carol and _

Carol Schultz

Photo aboveby Patty Eidam.
Right photo provided by

April Progfam - ”Chicago on Screen”

Sarah Marcus
The last program of the 2007-2008 season was a most
entertaining evening. Sarah Marcus, historian at the
Chicago History Museum, showed us the history of
Chicago through television and filn. Dr. Marcus
explained how producers of popular culture have
depicted the city and its residents over several decades.
She used clips from Scareface (1932), The
Untouchables (1987), and Stud’s Place (1950), just to
name a feuw.
The program was made possible from a grant from the
llinois Humanities Council.
Thanks to the following that provided refreshments that
we enjoyed as we visited with Sarah after the program.
Marilyn Kooy - Therese Liesenfelt - Jackie Ore -
Patty Eidam - Maxine Olsen
Sarah is pictured below giving her presentation and

talking afterwards with member Bob Ore.

CONDOLENCES

)

Our thoughts and prayers are with
our fellow member Herb Krumm and
his family, after the loss of Herb's
sister, Frieda, in July.

GENEROUS DONATION

Mr. Nelson Maiville, of Luther, Michigan,
donated $200.00 to our Society to help with the
preservation of our Historic Ford Hangar.
Nelson was a visitor at the pancake breakfast at
the airport in June. He asked for information
and copies of pictures of the hangar. We
granted his request and very much appreciate
his very generous donation!

Thanks again Nelson!
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Garage Sale
Our "Garage Sale' was held on
Saturday, July 19th
HUGE SUCCESS

In fact, it was such a hit that it may have
been our "First Annual" Garage Sale. We'll
wait to see what the feedback is from our
tremendous crew of workers and other
members that attended this event. Before |
tell you what our grand total was for the
day....let me tell you about our volunteer
workers!
Tony & Toni DeL.aurentis
Marilyn & Butch Kooy
Mary Clark
Joyce Mulder
Jackie Ore
Jennifer Saia
Carole Sebastian
Donald & Maxine Olsen
Jeannie Richardson
Barb Dust
Lea & George Dommer
Bud & Patty Eidam
Therese Liesenfelt & Floyd Fairfield
Paul Schultz
All did a fantistic job! We worked hard, but
we had a good time!
OK....I'll tell you now...our total was
$1054.00
AMAZING!
Our thanks to all of you that donated items.
Thanks to the Times and the Shopper for all
the good press, and last, but CERTAINLY
not least, many thanks to Debbie Albrecht,
Director of the Library, and her staff, for
allowing us to use the Community Room for
this event! (YES--- it rained that day)
S0000000.......,maybe you could start saving
"STUFF" now for the sale next year! -We'll
keep you posted!
Thanks again to our crew that did everything
from price the donated items, to help set up
the day before the sale, to driving all over
town to collect donated items, and cleaning
up after the sale! It was a great day for our
Society!

Donald Donald, Donald you have left me some pretty b:g shoes to fill! I
promise to try my best to follow the path you have left as an example.

Our immediate past president, Donald Olsen, remains on the board for a
year as advisor - I'm just a couple months into this - and I'm already so very
thankful for his guidance! It is wonderful that Donald agreed to finish leading
the photographing of the Journals project. Thanks Donald!

Thanks to the Society membership for trusting me with the responsibility of
leading our Society for the next year. My husband, Bud, and | both look
forward to the coming months!

| feel like we're off to a good start with the success of our banquet, the
Historical Walk with Paul Schultz, the 'Garage Sale’, and the preservation
work that we have been responsible for on our historic Ford hangar!
| have every confidence in our new Vice President, Tony Delaurentis, to bring
us a schedule of interesting programs for the year. I'm looking forward to
working with our re-elected officers, Marilyn Kooy, Jackie Ore, and George
Dommer. | consider Richard Dust to be a huge asset to our board as our
newly elected director. We are pleased to welcome Paul Schuliz back to the
board as our newly appointed director. ( Paul replaces Tony DelLaurentis,
who was elected V.P.)

I'm happy that Therese Liesenfelt, our Museum Curator, and Maxine Olsen,
our membership chairman have agreed to continue the duties they have been
dedicated to for several years now.

| will continue to do our newsletter, so please let me know if you would like to
write an article, or if you have old Lansing pictures or information you would
like to share.

As this new season begins, | am looking forward to getting to know our new
members, making improvements in our organization and museum, and being
involved with folks that care about Lansing and our Society as | do.

Garage Sale Day Workers - Standing
Jeanne Richardson, Patty Eidam, Barb Dust, Joyce Mulder, Mary Clark, Paul Schultz,
Jackie Ore, Jen Saia, Don Olsen Carole Sebastian, Toni Del.aurentis, Tony Del.aurentis

Workers Sitting -
Marilyn Kooy,
Maxine Olsen, &
Therese Liesenfelt
not pictured,
Lea Dommer

photo by <+ '~
Carol Schultz



With the permission of Mayor Podgorski and the Village
Board, our Society recently completed a contest for a design
for an official Village of Lansing Flag.

The winner is Bradiey Borys. Brad is a retired Lansing Police
officer, and a Society member. He has chosen a lifetime
membership to the Lansing Historical Society as his prize. (His
other choice was $75.00 in cash)

The Village Board chose Brad's design from the five finalists
i given to them by the Society board. The Village Board, the

Society Board, the Mayor, and Brad worked together to fine
“tune the colors and design to best represent our Village.

i Brad's design will be unveiled at a Village Board meeting in the
fall of this year, when he will be introduced as the winner of

the contest!
Thanks to everyone that entered the contest - there were
several beautiful and creative designs and choosing a winner

was not easy!

- —_—

ROAD TRIP TO LAPORTE COUNTY MUSEUM

Nine Lansing Ladies (all Society members) visited the LaPorte County
Historical County Museum in June to see the bridal display. All of the

ladies recommend the museum as a great day trip. In addition to the
temporary bridal display there is something for everyone to see. The
antique automobile collection, Civil War items, and antique firearms
collections would interest most of our gentlemen members. There is a toy
display, as well as a very interesting corner with fascinating information
about Belle Gunness, (also known as Lady Bluebeard), a local serial killer
in Laporte County in 1908.

Pictured below are the ladies that had a grand time at the museum and
enjoyed a very nice lunch at the Wagon Wheel Restaurant nearby.

Back row L to R - Jen Saia, Toni DelLaurentis, Delores Shone and Lea
Dommer, Front - Joyce Mulder, Patty Eidam, Carole Sebastian, Marilyn
Kooy and Jackie Ore.

Go to: www.laportecountyhisory.org for more information,

IRIE AUTO §
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It is never too late to join the Historical Society!

Society memberships make great gifts! Simply use the

form below and make a note if the membership is a

gift. We'll be glad to mail the membership card to the

LANSING HISTORICAL SOCIETY MEMBERSHIP FORM

MARK THE APPROPRIATE MEMBERSHIP CATEGORY.

new member as a gift from you!

( ) NEW MEMBER

( ) LIFETIME MEMBER

{ ) CURRENT MEMBER

( ) Business dues $25.00 ( ) Student dues $5.00 ( ) Lifetime dues: $100.00

( ) Patron dues $15.00

( ) Annual dues $10.00

Name

Zip

State

City

Street address

Phone

e.mail address

Birthday(s) - (month & day)

Please detach and return with your check made payable to:
LANSING HISTORICAL SOCIETY P.0.BOX 1776 LANSING, ILLINOIS 60438



FOX DELUXE BEER SIGN UNCOVERED IN

DOWNTOWN LANSING
BY: PATTY EIDAM

In early June I got a call one afternoon from Ross Leck. Ross owns The Insurance

Place at 3534 Ridge Road. Seems that he and the owner of the new Mexican Restaurant
(under construction) at 3444 Ridge Road share a contractor, Jorge Rojas of Baja General
Contractors. Ross found out through Jorge that the construction crew had uncovered a
wall mural depicting a Fox Deluxe Beer advertisement, so Ross called me, thinking that
the Historical Society would be interested. Later that same day Ross arranged a meeting
with Jorge Trujillo, the owner, and Jorge Rojas, the contractor, at the site so I could see
the treasure they had uncovered.

[ spent a few hours on the internet and learned that these signs are quite rare. Fox
Deluxe beer was made in Chicago from 1933 to 1955. The company often paid to have
their beer ads painted on the outside walls of establishments that sold their brew. Such
was the case in Lansing. When this sign was painted the building where the new
restaurant will be had not been built yet, so the sign could be seen by motorists traveling
west on Ridge Road from a block down the street.

There are still a couple Fox Deluxe signs in Chicago today. They are called "ghost
signs" because they have been in the elements so long that they are hard to read. "Our"
sign is in excellent condition because it is thought that just a couple years after it was
painted, another building was put up immediately next door, and the sign was covered,
and therefore preserved. In the upper left hand corner of the sign it clearly says Lansing
phone # 805! \

Jorge was kind enough to let several Society members in to view the sign shortly after it
was discovered...and the hunt was on to find what establishment was there when the sign
was originally painted! Society members found the 805 phone number in a 1947 phone
book for L&F Liquors. In the meantime another Society member found the son of the
owner of L&F! Leo Serafini told us that his father bought L&F Liquors from Mr. Lekort
and Mr. Franz (both of Chicago Heights) in 1949. Leo's father eventually moved the
store a coupi'e blocks east on Ridge Road.

The owner of the new restaurant told us that his plans for that wall have changed. It was
going to be painted. Instead it will be cleaned and preserved. Diners will be able to see
the wall each time they visit the new establishment, Tacos & Burritos Rancho Grande,
which is scheduled to open in late August.

The picture below shows Ridge Road looking West from Williams Street. It is believed
this picture is from the 1930's - before the beer sign was painted. The arrows show the
location of the sign that residents will be able to see once the new restaurant opens.

The picture to the right shows Ridge Road at the same location, as it looks today.

The old sign takes u the entire Wet wall of the

new restaurant, Tacos & Burritos

Paul Schultz, Ken Straka, Herb Krumm, & George
Dommer were among the dozen history buffs that were
priviledged to see the sign soon after it was uncovered.

Society Director
George Dommer
visits with Jen Pallay
of the Times when
we gathered to see
the sign.

Liquors in the 1940's, Leo

Serafini, met with the owner of  §
the new restaurant, Jorge Ttujillo :
at the Historical Society Walk in |
June. Jorge was kind enough to

let those on the walk in to see

/| the sign.






